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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Representative John W. Olver (D-1st District)                announced today that the U.S. Department of Justice has awarded                a $392,988 Rural Domestic Violence and Child Victimization Enforcement                Grant to be used for domestic violence and child victimization programs                in Berkshire, Franklin, and Hampshire Counties.              

"Domestic violence has always been something I have cared deeply                about. I am pleased that the Department of Justice has displayed                its commitment to assisting rural communities with domestic violence.              

"Rural areas in the U.S. face a unique environment and do not have                the same resources available like their urban counterparts.              

"These type of grants really provide wonderful possibilities for                these areas, and help them to curtail and deal with issues of domestic                violence and child victimization," Olver said.              

The grant was awarded by the Office of Justice Programs of the                Department of Justice and will be administered by the Massachusetts                Department of Public Health, Bureau of Family and Community Health.              

The grant program is intended to implement, expand and establish                cooperative efforts and projects among law enforcement officers,                prosecutors, victim advocacy groups, and other related parties.                Additionally, the project intends to build-upon existing resources                and coalitions and strengthen the system's capacity, while planning                for long-term changes.              

Specific activities include increasing services to victims of domestic                violence and child victimization, enhancing community awareness                and education, and training for multi-disciplinary service providers.              

The Office of Justice Program (OJP) Rural Domestic Violence and                Child Victimization Enforcement Program was created by the 1994                Crime Act and is administered by OJP's Violence Against Women Grants                Office.              

The specific contract amounts are: 
               Franklin County $182,349&nbsp;&nbsp;
               Berkshire County $176,849&nbsp;&nbsp; 
               Hampshire County&nbsp; $33,790&nbsp;&nbsp; 

               For more information you may also contact: 
               Bonnie Tavares, Mass. Department of Health (617) 624-5461
               Linda Mansour, Office of Justice Programs (202) 307-0703             
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